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Any understanding of history, especially anthropological history (i.e. the history of peoples) must

have at its core a grasp of organized, mass violence. For it was the victors of those sometimes

periodic, other times incessant, spasms of violence who told the story of the battles and who

preserved the culture which spawned the combatants. The genesis, history, and culture of the

Carthagenian Empire is obscure because the emergent Roman Empire completely immolated

Carthage hundreds of years before the advent of Christ during the Punic Wars. The authors of this

comprehensive, thoroughly engrossing chronology detail the story of the Punic Wars - and each and

every other armed conflict from the dawn of history through to the 1990's. This reviewer is unaware

of any other single-volume work which comes even close to this achievement. The Encyclopedia of

Military History is organized by chapters which cover each major era of military development. Each

chapter contains an introductory section which outlines the broad development of weapons, military

doctrine, and tactics during these eras. Particular emphasis is placed on the Greek and Roman

systems and thereafter the military technologies and doctrines of the emergent european nation

states and their colonies. After each chapter's broad introduction, the authors delve with intricate

detail into the military campaigns of each era using a dual column per page format which packs

dense amounts of information onto each page. Engrossing, if concise, histories of each war,

campaign, and battle are organized chronologically and geographically (i.e. those fought in Eastern



Europe, Western Europe, the Americas, the Far East, Near East, Africa, etc.). It is difficult to fault

this book.
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